Kibbe Reilly Chosen OSG Player of the Year

By BOB DICK

    Kibbe Reilly is a very successful event planner. She has multitudes of satisfied customers throughout the area. And, get this; one of those fulfilled folks is none other than herself. At least for this year. 

     You see, the 53-year-old Reilly is a very passionate golfer and in the early weeks of each new year she sits down and plans out her yearly golf schedule in great detail. She likes to make sure she competes in as many varied tournaments as she can – local, regional and, when possible, national tournaments.

     Her 2008 carefully planned golf slate totaled 27 events and worked out nicely, thank you, as she enjoyed her best year ever winning a number of local major amateur events, capturing a regional title and advancing further than ever before in a major USGA women’s tournament.

     Reilly enjoyed such good fortune that Ocean State Golf has selected her as our 2008 Female Golfer of the Year.

     Now, before we go any further, lets point out that this wasn’t an easy, par putt decision. There were a number of ladies who enjoyed solid success on the Rhode Island links in 2008. 

    For example, before becoming a working pro at the Trump International Club in West Palm Beach, Florida, Johnston’s Amanda Sabitoni won the RIWGA State Amateur championship and partnered with Colleen Mahoney to win the OSWGA Four-Ball crown.

    Then there was the twosome of Maureen Ford and Ann Moran who won four state team championships. And, of course, we can’t forget the stunning victory pulled off by La Salle’s young sensation, Juliet Vongphoumy, when she became the first girl to win the Rhode Island High School Boy’s Golf Championship. Later she was wearing the OSWGA State Amateur crown.

    But, in the end, despite all those super performances, the deciding factor in Reilly’s favor was the fact she advanced to the match play portion of the USGA Senior Women’s Amateur Championship at the Tulsa Country Club in Tulsa, Oklahoma. Competing that well on a national scale was enough for us to select her as our Rhode Island Women’s Player-of-the-Year.

     It was Reilly’s second appearance at the national senior event (the only New Englander) and it was the first time she managed to get through the tough qualifying medal rounds into the match play portion of the competition. She eventually lost a first round 3 and 2 decision to California’s Robyn Puckett but she kept the match going through 16 holes despite being down three holes after the first five holes of play.

     “I am pleased at receiving this award,” declared Reilly. “I think I have been playing my best golf but I hope to get better. I think the difference for me this year was more maturity and patience. For me to play well, those two things must be in my golf bag. So many times I would have a slow start but I learned to remain patient and that really helped me.”

     Reilly’s regional success was teaming up with Leanne Cesario to win by one stroke the annual May Jackson Invitational played at The Country Club in Brookline, Mass. It was a two-day Ryder Cup format for the 26 teams entered and was Best Ball on the first day and Alternate Shotmaking the second day.

    “That was very satisfying for me to help win that event with Leanne. There were some good golfers in that competition,” claimed Reilly.

     Locally, Reilly won three major 2008 championships – The OSWGA Stroke Play, the OSWGA Player-of-the-Year event and the Tournament of Champions. She also won the women’s club championships at Rhode Island Country Club and Agawam Hunt.

     In addition, Reilly was the medalist at the OSWGA State Amateur Championship but lost in the finals to Vongphoumy. Reilly also teamed with Jen Hendrick to finish second at the OSWGA Four-Ball Championship.         

     “I guess I am real happy about doing well in local, regional and USGA events,” Reilly said. In truth, 2008 did not start off well for Reilly. For the first few months of the local tournament season, Reilly struggled with her game and needed help. Not so much with her golf swing but more with her mental approach to the game.

    Off she went to see her golfing guru Kyle Phelps, head pro at RICC. He told her that her swing was okay but that she needed a major attitude adjustment that she needed to be much more positive with her golf shots. Reilly agreed she was much too critical of herself and was over analyzing what she perceived to be troublesome shots.

     Reilly calmed herself down and took her new outlook into the OSWGA Stroke Play event at Green Hill and proceeded to win it with a solid three-over 74. After that Reilly was on her way. “I think in July I either won or tied for first in the tournaments I played. I did spend time with Kyle working on my putting and that gave me much more confidence,” she said.

    As to what’s ahead for 2009. Well, first there is that matter of planning out another hefty golf schedule. “I have goals each year. I still haven’t won a state championship, I want to break 70 and, of course, I want to collect as many points as possible to be a member of the state team that will compete in the USGA State Team competition next year. Right now I think I am at the top of the point list. I take team play very seriously,” Reilly pointed out.

    Reilly also is planning on some equipment changes for next season. She is looking for some newer irons and new hybrids to put in her bag. “Right now I feel pretty good about my shot making but the equipment changes I’m thinking about will be a big help,” she said.

    It’s all about winning and getting better with Kibbe Reilly. She did both rather successfully in 2008. That’s why she’s our Rhode Island Female Golfer of the Year. We congratulate her.

