Hendrick wins OSWGA’s President’s Cup

By BOB DICK – Ocean State Golf

RICHMOND – Jen Hendrick says she has been hitting the golf ball extremely well early in the season but just wishes her putting was a little better. Nevertheless, despite her troubles on the greens, Hendrick, whose family owns Exeter GC and Richmond CC, turned in a 74 for a three shot victory in the 18-hole, OSWGA-sponsored, Rhode Island Women’s State President’s Cup at the Richmond course.

Hendrick, who finished third recently in a 54-hole Florida state tournament, ended up with a three shot margin over OSWGA president Carol Clarey (Segreganset) who came in with a 77. Hendrick and Clarey were the only players in the Championship Division to break 80. Maureen Ford, who narrowly missed her second ace of the season and third of her career on the 17th, finished at 80 while Wanumetonomy’s Donna Warner carded an 83. Defending champ, Valerie Blinn, did not compete this year. 

 “My ball striking has been very good,” declared Hendrick, “and my shots into the greens were good. I hit a lot of shots to within 10 and 15 feet of the pin. I just couldn’t get the putter rolling. I think I missed four or five birdie attempts from inside 10 feet. With a little luck I could have been under 70. But, I’m happy with my 74.”

Clarey, who tuned up for this tourney by playing five days in a row the week before, had similar problems with her putter, she said. “I drove the ball well. I was down the middle for the most part.. My irons were a little weak but my biggest problem was putting.” Clarey did end up the low net winner in the Championship Division with a 71.

Clarey might have lost this tournament to Hendrick on the par 4, 10th hole, which she double bogeyed. “I got greedy on that hole,” Clarey admitted. “I should have used an iron off the tee but I went with a wood, thinking I could get the ball down near the green. Instead, the ball flew over the berm and over a cliff. I had to go back to the tee and hit again.”

Ford came within inches of making things real interesting at the end. Her drive on the short, par-3, 17th landed about eight inches from the cup but rolled a few feet past. Ford, who is back playing after battling a rib injury, ended up parring the hole.

However, a pair aces were recorded in this tournament. Both were first-time occasions for the lucky shotmakers. Swansea’s Diane Ellis nailed her first ever hole-in-one on the 17th with a five-iron when her ball hit toward the front of the green and rolled into the cup. “I’ve been playing 21 years, this is my first hole-in-one. I’m so excited,” gushed Ellis, who bought a pitcher of beer for each table at the post tourney luncheon.

The other player who recorded her first ace was 71-year-old Rosemary Richardson of Woodland Greens. Because of pin placement, Richardson, who has been playing golf since she was 48, didn’t actually see her ball drop into the cup. “When I got to the green, I didn’t see my ball. I went to the cup and there it was. I yelled, ‘It’s here’ it’s in the 

cup!”, she said.

In other results, Linda Paolozzi was the low gross winner in the A-Division with an 81 while Trudy Dufault took low net honors with a 69. In the B-Division, Jayne Graham’s 79 won the low gross crown while Susan Haake’s 64 was the low net winner. And, in the C-Division, the low gross title went to Lorraine Maggio with a 94 while the low net winner with a 63 was Dena Marchetti.

